March 2019

Publication for members of USS Illinois Base, United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.

Tom Ramsay
USS Illinois Commander
MS1(SS), USN Retired

Both USSVI and the USS Illinois
Base are focusing on member growth
this year. Your Board of Directors
have discussed ways we can make
this happen. One area that pops up
to the foreground is the untapped
potential membership living in
Southern Wisconsin. We need to put
our “b. . . . to the wall” if we want to
broaden our recognition in Wisconsin – but, not by forgetting all our
hard work and continued presence in
Illinois.
We are ‘USS Illinois Base’

Kudos to
Terry Elmeier
for starting a
Facebook page
for the Base. Visit
it and like us.
Type “USSVI USS
ILLINOIS BASE”
in Facebook to
find us.

With our name the “USS Illinois
Base,” we have a mental barrier we
have to cross in Wisconsin. We are
NOT the Illinois Base, we are the
USS Illinois Base, named after one
of our country’s newest submarines.
We hold our meetings on the border
of both Wisconsin and Illinois, and
equally serve both states.
To help spread this message to
submarine sailors, who have not
heard of USSVI, we need to strive for
a physical presence at Southern Wisconsin events, similar to what we are
doing in Northwest Illinois thanks
to the help of our Events Coordinator Dick Martin. What this means is

that we need to show our faces up in
Wisconsin, too.
Mark Dykstra, of Janesville, is
working to reach out to veteran
events and parades in Wisconsin. I
appreciate his willingness to make
these connections on our behalf.
Stay involved

I understand we all have busy lives,
but this year, I am asking members
to help me give our Base a further
push by supporting us at Base events.
Look for ways you can contribute
your time and energy in 2019 to help
us grow. If you can get your family
involved too—the more the merrier.
I have asked Kate to keep posting
upcoming events in the newsletter
where we need “people’s” help. Of
course, we will still contact you via
email and phone calls.
More animals needed

As we search for Wisconsin members, our motto should be: “Never
leave a submariner alone by himself!
He needs moral support to really get
into trouble.” So, let’s go find some
more party animals in 2019 for the
good of the Base.

www.ussillinoisbase.org
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March 2, 2018 -- Minutes of the USS Illinois Base
Meeting called to order at 12:07 p.m. by
CDR Tom Ramsay.
15 Members present: Tom Ramsay,
Chuck Mongan, Mark Dykstra, Kate
Ramsay, Sherm Buetsch, Terry Elmeier,
Bob Fleck, Dick Martin, Renee Martin,
Patrick O’Brien, Wayne Orrison, Phil Owens, Daryl Rorabaugh, Dave Spencer, Jan
Lindquist-Spencer.

Base Contacts
Commander
Tom Ramsay
tram688@jcwifi.com

Sr. Vice Commander
Chuck Mongan
nagnom@yahoo.com

Jr. Vice Commander &
Kaps 4 Kids Coord.
Mark Dystra
dykstra.mark89@gmail.com

Treasurer
Bruce Pickering
knuckleheadhack39@tds.net

Secretary &
Editor/Webmaster
Kate Ramsay
kateram@jcwifi.com

Storekeeper
Terry Elmeier
insp184@yahoo.com

Chaplain
Bob Fleck
bobfleck@ameritech.net

Membership
David Spencer
grumpyace49@yahoo.com

Events Committee
Richard Martin
pops1945@comcast.net

3 Guests present: Kyle Johnson (prospective member); and Gary Walters, Victor
Buchholz, Earl Joslyn, & John Waukowski
(Wisconsin Base).
Tolling of Bells; Reading of USSVI
Creed; and Pledge of Allegiance.
Invocation by Chaplain Bob Fleck.
Minutes by Secretary Kate Ramsay. Motion by Terry Elmeier to accept February
minutes as published. Seconded by Mark
Dykstra. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report by Asst. Treasurer Kate
Ramsay. Beginning balance on February 1
was $1,916.16. Monthly Deposits of $466;
Cleared checks $150; Uncleared checks
$365. Leaving a month end balance of
$2,232.16. Our available balance is $1,867.16.
Motion made by Dave Spencer and seconded by Mark Dykstra to approve the
Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried.
Commander’s Report by Tom Ramsay.
• The 2019 USSVI National Convention
will be in Austin, Tex. from Aug. 14-20.
Members are encouraged to register early.
Hotel and Convention information available on USSVI’s website (USSVI.org). No
meeting/event agenda has been posted as
yet. Keep checking.
• A Cobia working party was held this
past week—it had been postponed several
times due to bad weather. An important
Cobia working party is slated for April 7-10
to get the boat ready for summer tours. All
available hands are needed at this working
party (friends and family) invited. Contact
Tom for more information, or get details in
our Base newsletter.
• Reminder that SubFest 2019 in Manitowoc is fast approaching (July 11-14). A
special Veterans (and their family) cash
bar reception will be held on the museum

deck on Thursday, July 11. Veterans are
encouraged to be on board during tours to
serve as tour guides. There are many other
volunteer opportunities. More information
will be coming soon.
District CDR Report by Phil Owens. All
District 2 bases have forwarded their End
of Year Financial Reports to National. He
commended all bases for a “good job.”
Old Business.
• Dick Martin reported he is gathering
information about Parades, including
Beloit’s Memorial Day Parade. Janesville’s
Parade is “iﬀ y” due to road closure issues.
Discussion followed. He is also looking at
Edgerton Tobacco Heritage Days (dates
unknown). He added that we are set to
participate in WWII Re-enactment Days
at Midway Village again this year. Full
parade info will follow for other locations.
• Mark Dykstra provide info on the 2019
Warbird Weekend in Janesville on July
19-21. The Base is a sponsor of this event
by providing volunteers for tasks such
as crowd control, taxiing planes. We will
have a table outside the hanger. Volunteers
invited to a “Swing Party” the night before
the event—come dressed for the era. A
volunteer list will be developed.
• Consideration discussion held regarding the use and cost of the USS Wisconsin
Base’s “float” submarine. Information was
shared by our four guests from the USS
Wisconsin Base.
New Business.
• Dick Martin announced that scholarship applications from the Winnebago
Veterans Assistance program are now
open for Winnebago veterans, their children, grandchildren, nieces or nephews.
Discussion followed. Members encouraged
to check with other veteran groups in their
areas for applications. You can apply for
more than one group.
• Mark Dykstra explained the purpose of
Janesville Patriotic Society, which oversees
parades, veteran cemetery events, etc. He
stated that we can’t become a member
because we don’t have a physical location
in Janesville, but we can become a Provisional Member. Dues are $3 a year.
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(Continued on page 3)

NEWS from
NATIONAL
Join us for
2019 Convention

Saddle up for the 2019 United
States Submarine Veterans, Inc.
(USSVI) Annual Convention August
14 – 20, 2019 in Austin, Texas’ capital
city. Hosting this year’s event are the
Central Texas Base and Brazos Valley
Base.
The convention is being held at the
Renaissance Austin Hotel, located
in North Austin “amidst breathtaking beauty of Texas Hill country.“ We
have a group rate of $119.00 per night
per room.
Thinking of going. Register today!
You will find an oﬃcial Convention
Registration on www.ussvi.org under
the Convention tab. We also find a
link to register online for this special
hotel rate, or you can contact the hotel reservations department directly
at (800) 468-3571—make sure you
use the code US Submarine
Veterans for this special
V
rrate.
The cut-oﬀ date for the
Room Block is July 26,
R
22019. Reservations made aftter this date may be made at
tthe Convention rate based
on room availability. Our
o
aannual convention is one of
the largest and most exciting annual gatherings of submarine
veterans in the U.S.

(continued from page 2)

Minutes continued

Motion made by Mark Dykstra to pursue
Base becoming a Provisional Member,
seconded by Dick Martin. Motion carried.
• Dist. CDR Phil Owens reported a resolution has been approved by Wisconsin’s
Rock County Board of Supervisors to
name the next U.S. submarine, the USS
Wisconsin. It is being forwarded to the
Wisconsin State Legislature and as well
as the Wisconsin Counties Association for
consideration. To help these eﬀorts, Bases
are being asked to help gather signatures
that will support this request.

This event oﬀers attendees the
environment, the setting and the
unique opportunity to meet with fellow submariners to exchange ideas,
reminisce and keep up to date on important information. Details about
the convention, available services
and calendar of events can be found
on USSVI's website. For event details
(agenda), visit www.ussviconvention/2019.org/. Look at the top of
the page for “Convention Details”
and click on “Plan of the Week.”
Special Tours

Here are some of the special events
and tours available to attendees:
• Texas History Tour
• Austin BBQ and Brew Tour
• Fredericksburg and National
Museum of the Pacific War Trip
• Ester’s Follies Dinner Trip
• Dinner Cruise / Bat Watching
• San Antonio Tour
• Hill Country BBQ & Wine Tour
• River Float Trip
The Convention team has also
scheduled a Welcome Aboard Party,
Half-Way Night Party and Dance,
Annual Awards Banquet, and other
regular Convention events such as
Men and Women Luncheons, Holland Club Breakfast, Business meetings, and “much more!”

Good of the Order. None.
50-50 Raﬄe. $80 collected. The raﬄe
won one of the guests from the USS
Wisconsin Base. He returned half of his
$40 winnings to the Base, giving us a total
deposit of $60.
Closing Prayer by Chaplain Bob Fleck.
Meeting adjourned at 1:17 p.m. Motion
made by Kate Ramsay and seconded by
Terry Elmeier. Motion carried. Next meeting April 6, 2019 at Mustang Bar & Grill at
noon.
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2019
Warbird
Weekend
The USS Illinois Base is ready
to play with the big Birds at the
2019 Warbird Weekend on July
19-21 at the Southern Wisconsin
Regional Airport in Janesville.
Base member Mark Dykstra, of
Janesville, has procured a table
presence for us at this at this
weekend event that brings the
sights, smells and sounds of
World War II aircraft.
Our entry into this event,
which draws thousands of spectators, is our willingness to assist
with ground support and safety
during the event. We are listed
on their website and marketing
material as a sponsor.
Things to do

Check out World War I
Re-enactment
Midway Village in Rockford
has another weekend of great
fun in store for the entire family
on Saturday, April 6 (10 a.m.-4
p.m.) through Sunday, April 7
(10 a.m.-5 p.m.). This is the 7th

Cobia
working
party
by Tom Ramsay, CDR
USS Illinois Base

Wear your vests and submarine gear with pride as we assist
helping planes to taxi and assist
with crowd security. Find out
more information about our
participation at a future Base
meeting, and mark your calendar for this weekend event for
you and your family. Mark Dykstra will keep the Base posted at
our monthly meetings.
This is a family event with
ground tours, live 1940s music,
re-enactors, vehicles, displays,
and food and ice cream vendors. Visitors at the event will
be allowed to get up close and
touch the airplanes, tour the
cockpit, talk to the crews, and
watch them fly. Those who are
daring can even purchase tickets
to take a flight, but you need to

Annual “The Great War,” featuring a World War I re-enactment,
museum tours, and over 225
re-enactors portraying soldiers
and civilians. This is a wonderful
educational opportunity and is
fun, too!
Visitors can engage in this
unique, immersing experience with the chance to enter

Don’t forget, we need Base support
for the April 7 - 10 USS Cobia working
party. The plan is to arrive around 4 p.m.
on Sunday, April 7. Monday and Tuesday
will be working days, with our departure
on Wednesday morning, April 10.
The more folks we have helping to
spruce up the inside of the boat before
the summer crowds, the more we can get
done. If you have any questions or comments, just give Greg Miller, our Cobia

book your air-ride early, as many
seats fill up in advance.
This will be a fun-packed event
that will give USSVI a large exposure within our Base’s region. If
you have 40s style clothing, feel
free to wear them.
We hope you can help the Base
by signing up to lend a hand
at this event. Feel free to invite
friends or family members to
come along to help as well.

The B-29 Superfortress was primarily used
in the Pacific Theater in WWII.

encampments, tour a reproduction 150-yard trench system, and
watch large-scale narrated battle
re-enactments. Featured speakers will also be oﬀering lectures
throughout the day.
Visit the Midway Village website at www.midwayvillage.
com for full-details. They are
located at 6799 Guilford Rd.

Working Party coordinator, a call. His
home phone is (630) 543-7855, and cell
number (331) 307-9497. Our you can
contact me.
Show your commitment to our area’s
living memorial. If you can only come
one day, that’s fine. You can sleep free on
the boat or in the museum (bring your
sleeping bags), or if you’re like me, I pay
for comfort in the Baymont Inn next
door. Working parties are FUN!
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Tidbits of Knowledge from
around the world

March 11, 1918 -The ‘Spanish’ influenza first reached
U.S. as 107 soldiers became sick at
Fort Riley, KS. Death toll in U.S. was
500,00, and 22 million worldwide
by the end of 1920.

A Bit
bit of History
on right

Russia expands
submarine arsenal

Destroyer rescues
26 migrants near
Florida Keys

SPUTNIKNEWS.COM (Moscow)
-- Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu announced at a meeting in
Russia this month that two nuclearpowered submarines will be joining
the Russian arsenal by 2021. The
boats, Kazan and Knyaz (Prince)
The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk) – A
Norfolk-based destroyer rescued
26 Cubans who were attempting to
Illegally immigrate to the U.S. two
weeks ago. The military reported
that the USS James E. Williams received and responded to a stress call
about 48 miles south of the Florida
Keys from a “good Samaritan boater
who spotted the 30-foot wooden
sailboat having problems.”
At the rescue site, a small crew was
sent over to the boat for a wellness
check. It was reported that some
passengers were not feeling well and
were provided bottled water before
the passengers were transferred to a
Coast Guard vessel.

Sailor killed at
Pearl Harbor ID’d

MILITARY.COM (Albany, NY)
-- The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced this month
that the remains of Charles M.
Stern Jr., of Albany, NY, have
been accounted for. Stern was a
26-year-old ensign assigned to
the battleship USS Oklahoma
when the Japanese aerial attack
on Hawaii on Dec. 7, 1941, sinking the vessel as its mooring at
Ford Island.

Vladimir “are improvements over
their original projects, and many
more are expected to enter service.”
He stated that these boats “define
the future image of [Russian] submarine navy.”
The Coast Guard said, “25 of the
Cubans were repatriated to Cuba,
while one was transferred to U.S.
Customs and Border Patrol for
further investigation and possible
prosecution.” The sailboat was later
sunk so it wouldn’t be a navigational
hazard.
In a statement by Capt. Jason
Ryan, chief enforcement for the
Coast Guard’s 7th District in Miami,
he cautioned about the dangers of
ill-equipped vessels making this
journey. “It is fortunate that the vessel did not capsize or end in tragedy,
as we have seen all too recently in
the Florida straits.”

The Oklahoma was hit by multiple
torpedoes and capsized. Stern and
more than 400 other crewmembers
were killed. The Navy spent the next
three years recovering remains from
the wreck, and interred them in
nearby cemeteries.
Stern’s remains were among those
disinterred in 2015 in an attempt to
identify the Oklahoma’s unknowns.
Welcome home sailor.
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It’s a
Puzzle
See how good you
are! You should at least
know the answer to one
of these. These are all
USS Illinois Base member Qualification Boats.
Match the boats to their
Commissioning Date.

_____ 1
_____ 2
_____ 3
_____ 4
_____ 5
_____ 6
_____ 7
_____ 8
_____ 9
_____ 10
_____ 11
_____ 12
_____ 13
_____ 14
_____ 15
_____ 16
_____ 17
_____ 18
_____ 19
_____ 20

Amberjack (SS-522)
Baya (SS-318)
Bugara (SS-331)
Casimir Pulaski (SSBN-633)
Daniel Webster (SSBN-626)
Darter (SS-576)
Gabilan (SS-252)
Gato (SSN-615)
George Bancroft (SSBN-643)
Growler (SS-577)
Hardhead (SS-365)
Nathanael Greene (SSBN-636)
Odax (SS-484)
Pintado (SSN-672)
Raton (SS-270)
Remora (SS-487)
Richard B. Russell (SSN-687)
Tecumseh (SSBN-628)
Tench (SS-417)
Ulysses G. Grant (SSBN-631)

Commissioning Dates
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.

Jul 11, 1945
Oct 20, 1956
Oct 06, 1944
Jan 25, 1968
Aug 14, 1964
Aug 16, 1975
Mar 04, 1946
Aug 30, 1958
Jul 17, 1964
Jan 22, 1966

K.
L.
M.
N.
O.
P.
Q.
R.
S.
T.

May 20, 1944
Apr 09, 1964
May 29, 1964
Dec 19, 1964
Dec 28, 1943
Jul 13, 1943
Nov 15, 1944
Jan 03, 1946
Apr 18, 1944
Sep 11, 1971

Extra Points
• What boat was nicknamed “Old Funny Fins.” _____
• What boat was built by Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co.? _____
• What boat was built at Mare Island? _____

11-S, 12-N, 13-A, 14-T, 15-P, 16-R, 17-F, 18-M, 19-C, 20-I. (Extra Points) 5, 17, 14

Answers: (Commission dates:) 1-G, 2-K, 3-Q, 4-E, 5-L, 6-B, 7-O, 8-D, 9-J, 10-H,
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Tolling of the Bells
for Lost Boats

March
High Tech:
‘A century ago’
New York Tribune (April 1,
1915) -- New York divers
were sent to Honolulu to
assist in the recovery of the
USS F-4. They left NYC on
April 1 for San Francisco,
and were expected to arrive
in Honolulu in 9 or 10 days
to help bring the sunken
sub to the surface.
This $20,000 recovery
venture, authorized by
the Secretary of the Navy,
included the use of a specially designed diving bell
created by civilian engineer
W. C. Parks.
In tests, the bell was
“reported to be watertight
while submerged at the
dock for 14 hours.” It was
a 54-inch pipe, 7-feet high,
with glass ports, telephone
connections with the surface, and air tubes.
Navy officials felt use of
the bell would aid in the
successful placement of
cables on the downed sub.

Loss of 79 crew.
Believed to be
a victim of a
circular run by
one of her own
torpedoes on her
4th war patrol.
The only survivor,
a lookout, was
knocked oﬀ the
boat with the
explosion. He
survived the war
as a Japanese
prisoner.

USS F-4 [ex-SKATE]
(SS-23) lost on
March 21, 1915. Loss
of 19 crew when it
floundered oﬀ Honolulu Harbor. Hulk
raised and reburied
oﬀ Sub Base, Pearl
Harbor.
USS H-1 (SS-28) lost
March 12, 1920 while
being towed after
grounding at Magdalena Bay, Mexico.
Loss of 4 crew.

USS Kete (SSUSS Perch (SS-176)
369) lost on or
scuttled March 3,
after March 20,
1942 near Surabaya,
1945 when sunk
Java on her 1st war
Honolulu Star-Bulletin published March 26, 1915
on return to Midpatrol. Depth charges
way (probably near
badly damaged the boat. Crew survived
Okinawa) at the end of her 2nd war
sinking: 61 taken prison by Japanese
patrol. Loss 87 crew.
forces, only 53 survived the war.
USS Trigger (SS-237) lost on March 28,
USS Grampus (SS-207) lost on or after
1945 in the East China Sea. Loss of 89
March 5, 1943 in the Blackett Strait-crew. On her 12th war patrol, this highly
possibly near Vella Gulf. Loss of 71 crew.
decorated boat was involved in operaBelieve to be sunk by Japanese destroyers.
tions leading to
the Okinawa
USS Triton (SS-201) lost on March 15,
invasion when
1943 when sunk during a surface attack
attacked by
by three Japanese destroyers north New
Japanese antiGuinea, by the Admiralty Islands. Loss
submarine vesof 74 crew.
sels and aircraft.
USS Tullibee (SS-284) lost March 26,
1944 while operating north of Palau.

Mark your calendar for the next USS Illinois Base (USSVI) Meeting.

We meet monthly on the 1st Saturday of the month.

Next USSVI Illinois Base Meeting
Date:
April 6, 2019
Time:
Noon (lunch available during or after meeting)
Location: Mustang Bar & Grill
482 Gardner St. • South Beloit, Illinois
www.ussillinoisbase.org
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Share this application with a fellow submariner!
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Regular

Life

Associate

OUR CREED:
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.”
With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations. I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman. If I am not
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived. If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below.

□

I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr)

□

I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr)

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.)

Name: (Print /Type) __________________________________ Address: ____________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: _______ - ______
Signature: ____________________________________________________
Your E-Mail Address ________________________________
st

Tel: (_____) _____ - __________
Date:

____________________

Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________

st

Nat’l Member Dues year runs from Jan 1 thru Dec 31 . Please indicate your term preference: ______________________
Nat’l Dues: 5 Yr term: $ 115.00; 3 Yr term: $ 70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $ 25.00;
(Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $ 30.00
Nat’l Life: 76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs = $ 300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional. Consult the local base for those figures.
How did you find USSVI?

□

Friend,

□

Boat Assn, □ Local Event/News, □ Internet, □ Other ( _____________ )

Who is your sponsoring USSVI Regular Member?: (Mandatory for Assoc Mbrs) ____________________________
Associate Applicant is:

Veteran

Spouse of Veteran

Other (specify)

_______________________

YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____ / ____ / ____

If other military service, What Branch? __________

Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________ Mil Retired (Y/N): _____ On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____
YR entered Mil Service: ______ YR left Mil Service _____ (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.)
Check if your Military Service falls within any of these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946; June 27,
1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7, 1975; and from August 2, 1990 to date.
Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)
1.

___________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

2.

___________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

3.

___________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____

4. ____________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____
5. ____________________________ Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____ to Yr. _____
Next of Kin:

Name: ________________________________ Relationship: ________ (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other)

Addr:________________________ City: ___________________

State: ___

Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address)

Upon completion, please deliver to: Your Base Chapter Secretary, or if you do not know of a base location near you,
Mail to: USSVI National Office, P.O. Box 3870, Silverdale, WA 98383-3870
Questions: Call 1-877-542-DIVE or email office@ussvi.org

Rev 7/22/2009 PH
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