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Mongan, Fleck
inducted into
Holland Club

The USS Illinois Base welcomed 
Chuck Mongan, Base Senior Vice 
Commander, and Bob Fleck, our 
Chaplain, to the coveted Holland 
Club during April’s Base meeting. 
The induction ceremony was con-
ducted by CDR Tom Ramsay, and 
assisted by Sherm Buetsch.

 The Holland Club was named after 
John P. Holland, designer of the fi rst 
US Navy submarine. This exclusive 
group within the US Submarine 
Veterans organization (USSVI) rec-
ognizes those submariners who have 
“qualifi ed in submarines” for a mini-
mum of 50 years.

The Holland Club was established 
in May 1994 by USSVI and adopted 
as part of USSVI’s Constitution and 
Bylaws that year. The original Hol-

land Club membership card was a 
paper membership card with the 
words “Holland Club” stamped on it. 
Later, about 1994 a newly designed 
card was introduced. This was a plas-
tic card with the USSVI emblem and 
the words Holland Club along with 
the member’s name embossed on it.

In 1996 the Perch Base submit-
ted a Holland Club Patch, designed 
by base member Frank Rumbaugh, 
denoting the 50 years of service. This 
patch along with a Holland Club 
Membership card and Certifi cate is 
now presented to new Holland Club 
members.

We will highlight each of our 2019 
inductees in further issues of Green 
Board.

Chuck Mongan  

(left) now has 

his own 

Holland Club 

Cap marking 

his 50th year 

in proudly 

wearing his 

dolphins.

Witnessing the Holland Club induction of Bob Fleck (2nd from left) 

were his wife Rita, his father Bill Fleck, and  CDR Tom Ramsay.
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                       April 6, 2019 -- Minutes of the USS Illinois Base

Meeting called to order at 12:00 p.m. by 
CDR Tom Ramsay.
15 members present: Tom Ramsay, 
Chuck Mongan, Bruce Pickering, Kate 
Ramsay, Victor Buchholz, Sherm Buetsch, 
Mark Dykstra, Terry Elmeier, Bob Fleck, 
Earl Joslyn, Dick Martin, Renee Martin, 
Patrick O’Brien, Gary Walters, and John 
Wankowski.
6 Guests present: Bill Fleck, Rita Fleck, 
Nathan Heft (prospect), Chuck Bailey 
(Great Lakes Base), Mike Olmstead (Mili-
tary Veterans Workshop), Bill Mercurio 
(Bravehearts).
Tolling of Bells: Pat O’Brien & Terry 
Elmeier.
Reading of USSVI Creed: VCDR Chuck 
Mongan.
Pledge of Allegiance.
Invocation by Chaplain Bob Fleck.
Guest Speakers:
• Mike Olmstead, a veteran, invited the 

Base to join local veterans’ groups with 
a table at a Military Veterans’ Workshop 
in Janesville, WI on June 8 (8:30-12:30 
p.m.). Event, titled “You don’t know what 
you don’t know,” will give area veterans 
exposure to local veteran support groups 
and services.

• Bill Mecurio, an Air Force veteran, and 
training volunteer at BraveHearts, gave 
an overview of this not-for-profi t’s work 
with area veterans and their families. 
He asked that we share this information 
with fellow vets and their families, as 
services for them are “free.” BraveHearts 
is an accredited therapeutic center that 
connects horses with people as a cata-
lyst for wellness. Their centers are in 
Popular Grove and Harvard. They are 
noted for their therapy work with PTSD 
veterans, as well as children with dis-
abilities. More info is on their website at 
www.braveheartsriding.org. Volunteers 
and donations are always welcome.

Holland Club Induction. Bob Fleck 
and Chuck Mongan, were welcomed into 
the USSVI Holland Club during a special 
ceremony conducted by CDR Tom Ramsay, 
and Holland Club member Sherm Buetsch. 
They received a certifi cate and gifts.

Minutes by Secretary Kate Ramsay. Mo-
tion by Terry Elmeier to accept March 
minutes as published. Seconded by Patrick 
O’Brien. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report by Treasurer Bruce 
Pickering. He noted a correction to the 
February Report. The balances remained 
the same, however, checks noted as un-
cleared were cleared by month end. March 
Report: Beginning balance on March 1 
was $2,012.16. Deposits $0; Cleared checks 
$25; Uncleared checks $120. Cash yet to 
be deposited $125. Leaving a month end 
balance of $1,987.16. Our available balance 
as of March 31 was $1,992.16. Motion made 
by Terry Elmeier and seconded by Kate 
Ramsay to approve the Treasurer’s Report. 
Motion carried.
Commander’s Report by Tom Ramsay.
Cobia working party is slated for April 
7-10 to get the boat ready for summer 
tours. All available hands are needed at 
this working party. Friends and family are 
invited. He also asked members for input 
on adding time to meetings for more 
member interaction (i.e. sea stories.) He 
stressed that he wants members to “have 
fun” and enjoy the meetings.

Events Committee Update.  

• Janesville Patriotic Society. Mark Dyk-
stra reported the Base is now a voting 
member of this group, which helps 
sponsor local events such as the Janes-
ville Warbird Weekend. He discussed 
that volunteers for the Warbird Week-
end must attend one of the meetings. At 
our next meeting, he will have a sign-up 
sheet for assignments. Volunteers must 
pre-register to get free access to the 
event. The event is Friday-Sunday, July 
19-21, with Saturday & Sunday being the 
busiest days.

• Dick Martin reported that our booth at 
the Loves Park Welcome Home Vietnam 
Veterans event was a success. Dick, Dave 
Spencer, and Tom Ramsay participated.  
    He also reported we will be attend-
ing about 7 parades again this year. A 
change is dropping the Rockford parade 
on Memorial Day for one in Beloit, WI 
during the morning, then regrouping 
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for the Pecatonica, IL parade in 
the p.m. Terry Elmeier made a 
motion for the Base to participate 
in the Beloit parade and to send a 
donation of $100 to help support 
the city’s parade eff orts. Motion 
seconded by Chuck Mongan.

 Dick added that he and Dave Spen-
cer will be assisting at upcoming 
events for Midway Village in Rock-
ford, helping to introduce Track 
Chairs to wounded veterans. 

• Gary Walters shared he and 
other members of the Wisconsin 
Base will be bringing their “Boat 

Float” to the Team Triumph’s 
20th Annual Spring Open House 
on Armed Forces Day, May 18. 
USS Illinois Base members were 
encouraged to attend. It was 
also noted that they are trying 
to get up to Stephens Point for 
their July 4th parade. The Grand 
Marshall will be USSVI Holland 
Club Chairman Frank Lister.

Storekeeper Report.  Terry Elmeier 
stated he had Base mousepads and 
dolphin pins available for purchase.

Good of the Order.
• An American Legion bill is cur-
rently before the US Senate and 
House that if passed would open 
up dates so all veterans could join 
veteran organizations. Legion mem-

bership is based on the war dates 
established by Congress, which leaves 
out a number of cold war veterans. 
Passage of this bill would assist USS-
VI in hopefully helping us regain our 
501(3)C classifi cation, which is based 
on the wartime dates of members.

50-50 Raffl  e.  $75 collected. The 
raffl  e won by Kate Ramsay, who 
returned her winnings back to the 
Base.

Closing Prayer by Chaplain Bob 
Fleck.

Meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 
Motion made by Terry Elmeier and 
seconded by Patrick O’Brien. Motion 
carried. Next meeting Noon, May 4, 
2019 at Mustang Bar & Grill.

Join us for USSVI
2019 Convention

Saddle up for the 2019 United 
States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 
(USSVI) Annual Convention August 
14 – 20, 2019 in Austin, Texas’ capital 
city. Hosting this year’s event are the 
Central Texas Base and Brazos Valley 
Base.

The convention is being held at the 
Renaissance Austin Hotel, located 
in North Austin “amidst breathtak-
ing beauty of Texas Hill country.“  
There is a group rate of $119.00 per 
night per room. 

Register today! You will fi nd an 
offi  cial Convention Registration 
form and calendar of events (Plan of 
the Day) on USSVI’s offi  cial website, 
under the Convention tab. You can re-
serve a hotel room online (just follow 
the link), or you can call the hotel’s 
reservation department directly at 
(800) 468-3571—make sure you use 
the code US Submarine Veterans for 
this special rate.  

The cut-off  date for the Room Block 
is July 26, 2019. The rate after this 
date depends on room availability.

These Annual Conventions give 
you the opportunity to meet new 
friends and 
renew kin-
ships with 
former 
shipmates.  

Special 
Tours

Here are 
some of 
the special events and tours avail-
able to attendees:

• Texas History Tour

• Austin BBQ and Brew Tour

• Fredericksburg and National    
Museum of the Pacifi c War 
Trip

• Ester’s Follies Dinner Trip

• Dinner Cruise / Bat Watching

• San Antonio Tour

• Hill Country BBQ & Wine Tour

• River Float Trip

Minutes continued  

from page 2

Batty Facts

Austin’s resident bats are 
Mexican free-tailed bats, 
which migrate each spring 
from central Mexico to 
various roosts all over the 
southwestern U.S.

On their nightly fl ights 
the bats eat anywhere from 
10,000 to 30,000 pounds of 
insects, including mosqui-
toes and harmful agricul-
tural pests.

Austin’s bats are almost 
all female! In early June 
each bat gives birth to one 
single baby bat (known as 
a pup).

It takes about fi ve weeks 
after birth for the pups to 
learn to fl y and hunt insects 
on their own. 

At the end of the season, 
you can see roughly 1.5 mil-
lion bats ascending into the 
summer sky.



Green Board - USS Illinois Base, USSVI  —  Page 4

Tom Ramsay

USS Illinois Commander

MS1(SS), USN Retired

NEWS

NATIONAL
from

National Chaplain Bill (Butter 
Bean) Dixon has asked to be relieved 
as our National Chaplain due to the 
concentrated eff ort needed to recov-
er from his massive heart attack. Bill 
has not come back as quickly or eas-
ily as he had previously anticipated.

After talking with recommended 
replacements and consulting with 
previous National Chaplains, I asked 
the National Board of Directors to 
approve the appointment of Requin 
Base member Carsten (Carl)  Stigers 
as the new USSVI National Chaplain. 

I am pleased to report the National 
BOD gave a unanimous approval to 
my request.

His contact information is:  Carl 
Stigers, 111 Peermont Ave., Pittsburg, 
PA 15216-2213. Email: carstenstigers@
verizon.net. Cell Phone: 412-995-
8028.

Please give Carl a warm welcome 
and with every opportunity thank Bill 
Dixon for his stewardship in this po-
sition over the last 4+ years and wish 
him God’s speed on his recovery.

Our Base has not yet reached its 
4th Anniversary, but already the Base 
calendar is busier than ever before, 
thanks to the support of many of our 
members. We have worked hard get-
ting our name out to potential sub-
mariners in Illinois, and are broad-
ening our eff orts this year to expand 
knowledge of our presence through-
out Southern Wisconsin.

We already have our feet on the 
ground and are ready to go full 
throttle this summer. Our success 
will take additional perseverance and 
support, however, for it is not a one-
person task. We need all hands to 
sign up and support our Base activi-
ties this year. Encourage your friends 
and families to join you too, because 
our schedule may have overlaps and 
we could use all the help we get!

Your Board of 
Directors will 
be meeting in 
a few days, and 
I will be asking 
them to help 
me build a Base 
calendar to help 
us all on this 
mission. I have asked Kate to add 
this calendar to our Website, news-
letters, emails, and on Facebook. 

You can help the Base out most by 
volunteering to represent us at as 
many functions as possible.

Here are only a few of the upcom-
ing events—we have multiple pa-
rades and activities planned: 

May 27—Memorial Day.  Parade in 
Beloit, WI (A.M.), Parade in Peca-
tonica, IL (P.M.)

June 8 – Janesville, WI. Table at 
Military Veterans Workshop, from 
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

June 8—Beloit, WI. Table at 
Bryden Motors “Salute to Military” 
(10 a.m. – 2 p.m.)

July 12-14—Manitowoc, WI. Sub-
Fest.

July 19-21—Janesville, WI. Table & 
crowd control support for 2019 War-
bird Weekend.

Wayne Standerfer,
National Commander
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Tidbits of Knowledge from 
around the world

A bit of History

 on right

A Bit of History

 on right

April 21, 1918 --
The Red Baron, shot down and killed 

during the Battle of Somme & credited 
with 80 kills, was recovered by British 

pilots who buried him with full 
Military Honors.

Stockpiling Coff ee 

not essential (???)

ZURICH (Reuters) – Sub Sailors 
may quibble with the Swiss’ defi ni-
tion of “essential.” Read below:

“Switzerland on Wednesday an-
nounced plans to abolish the nation’s 
emergency stockpile of coff ee, in 
place for decades, after declaring the 
beans not vital for human survival, 
though opposition to the proposal is 
brewing.

“Nestle, the maker of instant cof-
fee Nescafe, and other importers, 

roasters and retailers are required by 
Swiss law to store bags of raw coff ee. 
The country stockpiles other staples, 
too, such as sugar, rice, edible oils 
and animal feed.

“This system of emergency reserves 
was established between World War 
I and World War II.

“Coff ee stockpiling obligations 
would expire by the end of 2022, with 
companies free to draw down what 
they store in their warehouses.”

Russia launches
‘giant’ submarine

Navy cranks up
submarine power

POPULAR MECHANICS.COM—
On April 23, Russia launched the 
world’s longest submarine, called 
the Belgorod. “Designed to support a 
variety of military missions, includ-
ing the Poseidon long-range stra-
tegic nuclear torpedo, the sub is far 
larger than anything operated by any 
other naval force,” it was reported.

The sub, with its 600-foot length, 
displaces more water than a WWI 
battleship, and “can dive to a depth 
of 1,700 feet.”

It was designed to support spe-
cial covert missions like installing 

(FOXNEWS.COM, New York) 
-- Based on an article from War-
rior Maven, Fox News reports that 
the Navy hopes to add as many as 
32 attack submarines in the next 15 
years.” This represents “the largest 
overall platform increase within the 
Navy’s ambitious plan to grow the 
fl eet to 355 ships.

“Destroying enemy surface ships 
and submarines, “spying” close to 
enemy shores, bringing massive fi re-
power to strategic areas and launch-
ing deadly undersea drones are all 
missions the Navy hopes to see more 
of in the future.” This in addition to 
adding “substantial fi repower” to 
current attack submarines.

seafl oor sensors. She is believed to 
have the capability to support the 
top secret, deep-diving Losharik, a 
manned mini-sub that can access 
subsea cables and other seafl oor in-
frastructure down to 1,000 meters.
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New Agent Orange
presumptive conditions

(MILITARY.COM)--Several years 
after a scientifi c body recommended 
that the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs consider adding four conditions 
“bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, 
hypertension and Parkinson’s-like 
symptoms” to the list of qualifying 
diseases tied to Agent Orange, af-
fected veterans may soon fi nd out 
whether they are eligible for disabil-
ity compensation and VA health care.

 During a Senate Veterans Aff airs 
hearing March 26 on the VA budget, 
Dr. Richard Stone, the executive in 
charge of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration, said a decision on the 
three illnesses likely would come in 
the next 90 days.

Sailors no longer need 12 years

Good Conduct to sport gold stripes

(MILITARY.COM)--The Navy is 
rescinding its long-standing tradi-
tion requiring sailors to have 12 years 
of blemish-free conduct to rate gold 
stripes, offi  cials announced March 
25. Soon, it won’t be so easy to spot 
enlisted sailors who’ve gotten into 

some trouble in the past. 

Starting June 1, sailors 
with less-than-perfect 
records will no longer 
be required to wear red 
service stripes and rating 
badges on their uniforms 
in place of gold. “All enlist-
ed Sailors with 12 cumula-
tive years of naval active 
or active reserve service 
are authorized to wear 
gold rating badges, and 
gold service stripes in lieu 
of red rating badges and 
stripes,” Navy-wide admin-

istrative 075/19 states.

Blue Water Navy Veterans

 and Agent Orange

(MILITARY.COM)--The Department 
of Veterans Aff airs will not appeal 
a January court ruling that ordered 
it to provide health care and dis-
ability benefi ts for 90,000 veterans 
who served on Navy ships during the 
Vietnam War, likely paving the way 
for “Blue Water Navy” sailors and 
Marines to receive Agent Orange-
related compensation and VA-paid 
health care benefi ts. VA Secretary 
Robert Wilkie told members of the 
Senate Veterans Aff airs Committee 
on March 26 that he will recommend 
the Justice Department not fi ght 
the decision, handing a victory to ill 
former service members who fought 
for years to have their diseases rec-
ognized as related to exposure to the 
herbicide Agent Orange.

VA continues community
suicide-prevention challenge

  WASHINGTON-- The U.S. Dept. 
of Veterans Aff airs and the Dept. of 
Health and Human Services’ Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Admin. convened seven 
teams from around the country on 
March 27-29 in Arlington, Va., for the 
Mayor’s Challenge to Prevent Suicide 
among Service Members, Veterans 
and their families. Their goal was to 
help eliminate suicide by promoting 
a comprehensive public health ap-
proach that empowers communities 
to take action.

Suicide is a major public health 
concern that aff ects everyone. It is 
estimated 45,000 Americans, in-
cluding 6,000 Veterans, die by sui-
cide each year. To learn more about 
the eff orts of VA’s Offi  ce of Mental 
Health and Suicide Prevention, visit 
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/
suicide_prevention. 

By John P. Dudas, 
USSVI, Veteran Service Offi  cer

USS Gudgeon Base, AZ

Latest news from
USSVI Veteran 
Service Offi  cer

Cartoon: Ken Catalino for Reader’s Digest 

It’s a different
World out there!
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Tolling of the Bells
for Lost Boats

April

USS Pickerel (SS-177) lost April 3, 
1943 when sunk of Honshu, Japan. 
Loss of 74 crew. The exact loss is 
unknown, but presumed to be as the 
result of minefi elds.

USS Grenadier (SS-210) lost April 
22, 1943 on her 6th war patrol, when 
scuttled after serious damage by air-
craft near Penang in Indian Ocean. 
61 crew taken prisoner by Japanese 
forces. 57 survived the war.

USS Snook (SS-279) lost sometime 
after April 8, 1945 when sunk near 
Hainan Island, China, possibly fall-

ing victim to a Japanese 
submarine. Snook ranks 
10th in total Japanese 
tonnage sunk and is tied 
for 9th in the number of 
ships sunk. Loss of 84 
crew.

USS Thresher (SSN-
593) lost on April 10, 
1963 when sunk while 
on sea trials near Isle 
of Shoals. The fi rst of 
a new class of nuclear 

attack subs, the boat just completed 
an overhaul and was lost in a drive at 
test depth in over 8,000 feet of water. 
Loss of 129 crew and yard workers 
from Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.

USS Snook’s Battle Flag

Mark your calendar for the next USS Illinois Base (USSVI) Meeting.
We meet monthly on the 1st Saturday of the month.

Next USSVI Illinois Base Meeting

Date:   May 4, 2019

Time:   Noon  (lunch available during or after meeting)                                                       
Location:  Mustang Bar & Grill

 482 Gardner St.  •  South Beloit, Illinois         

www.ussillinoisbase.org

DD tttt

Grenadier’s (SS-210) fi rst 
war patrol from Feb. 4 to 
Mar. 23, 1942 took her near 
the Japanese home islands, 
off  the coast of Honshu, and 
brought her several targets, 
but no sinkings. 

On April 12 Grenadier 
departed Pearl Harbor for 
her second war patrol, along 
the Shanghai-Yokohama and 
Nagasaki-Formosa shipping 
lanes. On May 8 she torpe-
doed and sank one of her 
most important kills of the 
war, transport Taiyo Maru. 
Post-war examination of Japa-
nese records showed Taiyo 
Maru to be more than just the 
ordinary transport; she was 
en route to the East Indies 
with a group of Japanese 
scientists, economists, and 
industrial experts bent on 
expediting the exploitation of 
the conquered territory. This 
loss was a notable blow to the 
enemy war eff ort.

Notable loss to enemy’s
war eff ort

Story with the Story
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP      Regular  �   Life  �   Associate  �     
OUR CREED:     “To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while 
serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater 
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America & its Constitution.” 
         

With my signature below I affirm that I subscribe to the Creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., and agree to abide by the Constitution, all Bylaws, Regulations and 
Procedures governing the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my military or civil obligations.  I will furnish proof of my eligibility for Regular 
membership, including my discharge under honorable conditions, and proof of my U.S. Navy (SS) Designation, if required by the Base or the national Membership Chairman.  If I am not 
discharged, the discharge requirement is waived.  If I am not U.S. N. submarine qualified, I am applying as an Associate and my sponsor is indicated below. 
 
□  I certify that I was designated qualified in USN Submarines aboard ______________________ in _________ (Yr) 

(Honorary designations regardless of source do not apply under any circumstances.) 

□  I certify that I received a discharge under Honorable Conditions (if not currently in military service) in _______ (Yr) 
 

Name: (Print /Type) __________________________________ Address: ____________________________________  
                                                       
City: _________________________   State: ____ Zip Code: _______ - ______     Tel: (_____) _____ - __________ 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________________         Date:      ____________________ 
 
Your E-Mail Address ________________________________          Base/Chapter Desired: ___________________ 

 
Nat’l Member Dues year runs from Jan 1st thru Dec 31st.  Please indicate your term preference: ______________________ 

Nat’l Dues:  5 Yr term:  $ 115.00; 3 Yr term:  $ 70.00; 1 yr term (Jan thru Sep) $ 25.00; 
(Oct thru Dec adds the next yr): $ 30.00 

Nat’l Life:  76+ yrs = $100.00; 66 thru 75 yrs = $200; 56 thru 65 yrs  = $ 300.00; 46 thru 55 = $400.00; Thru 45 yrs = $ 500.00 
Local Base/chapter dues are separate and additional.  Consult the local base for those figures. 

 
How did you find USSVI?  □  Friend,  □  Boat Assn, □  Local Event/News, □  Internet, □  Other ( _____________  ) 
 

Who is your sponsoring USSVI Regular Member?: (Mandatory for Assoc  Mbrs) ____________________________ 
Associate Applicant is:  � Veteran  � Spouse of Veteran  �  Other (specify)    _______________________ 

 
YOUR U.S. NAVY BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

 
Date Of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ____ / ____ / ____              If other military service, What Branch?  __________ 
 
Highest Rate & Rank Attained: _____________  Mil Retired (Y/N):  _____   On Active Duty? (Y/N): ____ 
 
YR entered Mil Service:  ______  YR left Mil Service _____  (Active/Inactive reserve time also counts.) 
 

 Check if your Military Service falls within any of these time periods: Dec 7, 1941, thru Dec 31, 1946; June 27, 
1950, thru Jan 31, 1955; Aug 5, 1964, thru May 7, 1975; and from August 2, 1990 to date.  

 
 

Submarines and ships served aboard as ship’s company (Use back if you need more space.)   
 
1.  ___________________________   Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
2.  ___________________________   Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
3.  ___________________________   Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
4. ____________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
5. ____________________________  Hull#____________ Rank/Rate______ From Yr.____   to Yr. _____  
 
Next of Kin:    Name: ________________________________   Relationship:  ________  (Spouse, Partner, Son, Dau, Parent, Other) 
 
Addr:________________________  City:  ___________________    State: ___    Zip: _________ Tel: _______________________ 

(Leave this address line blank if the same as your home address) 
                  

Upon completion, please deliver to: Your Base Chapter Secretary, or if you do not know of a base location near you,  
Mail to: USSVI National Office, P.O. Box 3870, Silverdale, WA  98383-3870 

Questions:  Call 1-877-542-DIVE or email office@ussvi.org                   

Share this application with a fellow submariner!


