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Celebrating New Windsor’s 150th

Thank you to Pauline  Larson for  the following interesting New 
Windsor information:

The town of Windsor  was laid out in  1857 and in 1901 it  was 
incorporated  as  the  Village  of  Windsor.  Since  another  Windsor 
existed in Illinois, “New Windsor” was used by the post office and 
railroad, but the official name remains the Village of Windsor.

The population of New Windsor (and Rivoli Township) at the time 
of the Civil  War is unknown; however the U.S. census of 1860 
lists  15 dwellings in Rivoli Township (only two of them in the 
town), and that of 1870 lists a total of 251.  Most of this growth 
took place during 1869 (52 buildings were erected during a three 
month period) when the railroad came through.  However, there 
were at least 51 men from the township who served in the armed 
forces during the Civil War.  Twelve of them never returned from 
combat.   A search of the government database shows that three 
sons from the Kenney family all died within four months during 
1862.  From this information, one can easily arrive at the belief 
that the vast majority of able-bodied men of the area served their 
country during that time of strife.

During the time from the late 1860’s through the 1890’s there was 
a veritable flood of Swedish immigrants into New Windsor.  The 
United States census of 1870 records the Swedish population at 
15% of the total; but by 1900, the percentage was 56%.

In  1898, the people of New Windsor  established a free lending 
library.  Unfortunately, this enterprise was housed in one of the 



Mercer County Historical Society 
& 

Essley-Noble Museum 
1406 - SE 2nd Avenue 

Aledo, IL 61231 
Phone: 309/582-2280 

Hours: 1:00 - 5:00 PM 
Wed., Sat., & Sunday 

April through the end of October.


Officers & Board of Directors 

Bill Bertrand, President 
Dave Duncan, Vice President, 
Mary Jane Sticklen Secretary 

Jim Runyon, Treasurer 
Robert Armstrong 

Shirley Ball
Ronn Dillavou 
Dave Frieden 
Beverly Gray

 Cheryl McCaw 
Doug McCaw 

Harriett Reynolds 
Alyce Robinson 

Jeff Tyrrell 

Ruth Giffin, Honorary Director
Shirley Crawford, Curator

Dennis Henderson, Sunday Host


For Genealogy Queries write to:

Cheryl McCaw/Shirley Crawford 
MCHS Genealogy Dept.
1406 - SE 2nd Avenue
Aledo IL 61231-2504


Memberships available for $15/household 

For membership or change of address contact:

Jim Runyon
756 State Hwy 94
Aledo, IL 61231
309-582-7762 


Website: 

http://www.geocities.com/mchs_61231



Mercer County Historical Society Page 2
buildings destroyed by the Christmas 1898 fire.  It was 
not  until  1959  that  another  library  opened  for  the 
village.

The first New Windsor rodeo was held in 1921.  For 
the first several years it was held on a farm southeast 
of town, and the “cowboys” were local young men and 
boys.  Today, the three-day annual event draws prize-
winning cowboys from across  the  nation,  and has  a 
gross income in access of $75,000.

Alson J. Streeter, an early New Windsor resident, ran 
for the office of President of the United States in 1888. 
He  was  so  well  know nationally  that  the  New York 
Times,  in his obituary, refers to him as the “sage of 
New Windsor.”
Edgar  L.  Larkin  was  the  first  pharmacist  in  New 
Windsor.   He  became  the  first  village  clerk,  wrote 
weekly  articles  for  the  Aledo  Weekly  Record  and 
opened an observatory at his home for the people of 
the  town.   In  1888  he  accepted  a  position  at  Knox 
College,  in  Galesburg.   In  1900,  he  moved  to 
California where he became the head astronomer at the 
Mt. Lowe Observatory.

The old New Windsor train depot is now serving as a 
restaurant.  An  interesting  story  is  that  the  original 
depot delivered to New Windsor was supposed to go to 
Aledo (and visa-versa).  The one  left  was  much too 
large--"but  not  one  inch  to  large  for  Windsor"--and 
was eventually cut down to a more manageable size. 
One wonders as to the feelings in Aledo in receiving 
second best!

Editor’s  note:  Pauline  has  written  a  book,  Tales  of  
Windsor, which is now on sale at Farmers’ State Bank 
in New Windsor and at the telephone company office 
for $10. It will also be on sale during New Windsor 
sesquicentennial  events,  with  possible  book  signings 
by Pauline.

 July 28 there will be a Reunion Baseball Tournament. 
Sunday,  August  12,  features  Church  in  Depot  Park 
with a circuit rider preacher, Pork chops served by the 
New  Windsor  Fire  Department,  memorabilia  at  the 
New Windsor Telephone Office, a quilt Show in the 
hobby building  at  New Windsor  Fairgrounds,  and  a 
Cemetery Walk at the Lutheran and the New Windsor 
Cemeteries.  Thursday, August 16, at 5:00 p.m. will be 
the  Rodeo/  Sesquicentennial  Parade.  The  rodeo 
follows and continues through Saturday evening.

                        

Methodist Church Sesquicentennial
By Jim Runyon

The  Aledo  United  Methodist  Church  celebrates  its 
sesquicentennial in 2007. A Methodist “class” of nine 
was organized in the spring of 1857 by Rev. J. Shelton 
in James Manning’s new barn in Block 51 of Aledo. 
The class met in members’  homes and public rooms 
until  1863 when they bought one-half interest  in the 
Free  (anti-slavery)  Presbyterian  Church  (present  day 
401  N.  College  Ave.).  The  remaining  half  was 
purchased  in  1865  at  the  Civil  War’s  end.  A  large 

membership increase came when 241 joined after Billy 
Sunday’s  1905  Mercer  County  crusade.  A  new 
parsonage and church were built  in 1916-17 to meet 
growing  membership  needs.  By  1950,  the  Sunday 
School  had  an  enrollment  of  447  with  an  average 
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attendance of 233. The high membership was 1002 in 
1951.
The  sesquicentennial  celebration  will  extend  June-
Sept.  with  a  pageant,  reunions  with  three  former 
pastors, and a closing worship on Sept. 9 conducted by 
Rev.  Sharon  A.  Brown  Christopher,  bishop  of  the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

                        

Greetings from the Curator:
Ten reasons to visit the Essley Noble 

Museum in 2007!
1. Museum specializes in artifacts from the entire 

Mercer County area!
2. Sit  at a school desk and imagine what it was 

like over 100 years ago!
3. Donations  always  welcome  and  you’ll  enjoy 

sharing with others!
4. Share  a  school  story  (or  other)  with  your 

children,  grandchildren,  great-grandchildren, 
friends, relatives, etc.

5. Find  a  (stuffed)  passenger  pigeon—now 
extinct!

6. THREE   buildings—main  building,  machine 
shed, one-room schoolhouse!

7. Located  near  Fenton  Park  and  Aledo  Park 
Districts swimming pool—have a picnic, visit 
the museum, swim in the pool!

8. Genealogy  area  for  researchers—families  of 
Mercer County a specialty plus other subjects 
as  railroads,  census  in  print  and  on  film, 
houses! 

9. We  are  located  next  door  to  a  well-known 
columnist—writes  for  The  Times  Record and 
had had at least two interesting articles in The 
Rack Island Argus! You can read the columns 
at the museum in our “Frank Mullen” file!

10. It is a COOL (!!!) place to be this summer!    
The Essley Noble Museum is located at 1406 SE 2nd 

Ave.,  phone  309-582-2280.  Open  Wednesday, 
Saturday, & Sunday from 1 to 5 P.M. Special tours by 
appointment—other number is 584-4820.
How many would like to see a prize-winning replica of 
a  car at  the museum made by an Aledo person? He 
won first prize for a national magazine contest. Contact 
a board member or write the museum—your thoughts 
or a yes or no. I believe it was of a 1970’s car but his 
family  offered  us  this  opportunity  for  the  almost 

“artifact” to be kept in Mercer County. More details in 
the next newsletter. 

Shirley Crawford, Curator  
                        

5th Grade Tours
Thank  you  to  all  of  the  volunteers  for  another 
successful  and  highly  enjoyable  fifth  grade  tour  in 
May.  Everyone  commented  about  how  polite  and 
motivated the students were.

                        
Meet Us at the Fair 

Stop by to see us at the MCHS booth in the Merchants 
Building  at  the  Mercer  County  Fair  July  10-14. 
Regretfully,  wheelwright  Tom  Sveum  is  unable  to 
attend as planned, but we will have an expanded booth 
with farm exhibits and other items of interest. Submit 
your entry for the “Name That Tool” contest. There 
will  be  two  drawings  for  winners—one  from  those 
who  get  the  most  correct,  and  one  from  all  other 
entries. 

For a donation, there may be Xerox copies showing 
old roads/stagecoach routes from 1851 in Mercer 
County and surrounding areas. Also, there may be a 
limited number of little bluestem and prairie dock 
plants for sale.

                        
Just Desserts

Thank you to all who contributed desserts and to those 
who worked  the  booth  at  the  Rhubarb  Fest…and to 
those who purchased dessert and root beer floats. Look 
for us again at Antique Days on Sept. 8.
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Prairie Plants Available

The  prairie  garden  at  the  south  end  of  the  main 
museum building  is  in  bloom and  expanding.  Some 
plants  are  reseeding  to  the  extent  that  they may 
be  available  for  a  contribution  to  the 
MCHS. Little bluestem is an attractive 
native  ornamental  grass  with  a  bluish-
green hue during the growing season and a 
distinctive bronze color throughout the fall 
and winter. It grows 2-4 feet tall in a clump, 

with  small,  feathery  seed  heads. 
Also  available  will  be  prairie 

dock seedlings.  The  full-grown  plants  may  be 
seen  at  the  back  of  the  garden.  It  is 

characterized  by  its  enormous  leaves,  often 
orienting  themselves  north-south  like  its 

relative  the  compass  plant.  Blooms  are  yellow 
daisy-like flowers on a stalk that can reach 
in  excess  of  8  feet,  however  plants  take 

several years to mature.
If you are interested in these and possibly other prairie 
species,  contact  Mary  Jane  Sticklen  at  582-5814.  A 
limited number may also be available at the MCHS fair 
booth.

                        

Bear with us...
Due  to  exterior  maintenance,  the  museum  will 
temporarily be closed week days at the end of June and 
first  week  or  two  of  July.  We  will  remain  open 
Saturdays and Sundays and on July 4th.  Independence 
Day would be a great time to celebrate our heritage by 
bringing out-of-town guests to visit the museum 1:00-
5:00.

                        

Coming Events
July 10-14 Mercer County Fair
Aug. 16      5:00 PM New Windsor parade 
Sept. 8        Aledo Antique Days
Oct. 15        Fall Open meeting, 7:00 PM at museum
Nov. 1         Museum closed for the season
Just a reminder, if you have not already done so, 2007 
dues of $15 should be sent to Jim Runyon (see page 1, 
column 1 for his address)
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